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SUBJECT: STUDENT UNREST PERHAPS SPARKED BY NORTH KOREANS 

1 . STUDENT UNREST BROKE OUT AT YUNDUM TEACHER TRAINING COLLEGE 
(THE GAMBIA'S ONLY INSTITUTE OP HIGHER LEARNING) ON MAY 23. 

EMBASSY IS STILL ATTEMPTING TO LEARN EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED, BUT 
EVIDENTLY CONFRONTATION DEVELOPED BETWEEN STUDENTS AND STAPF, 
ALTER WHICH PRINCIPAL (A BRITISH NATIONAL) SUSPENDED SCHOOL. 

LARGE GROUP OP STUDENTS MARCHED IN BANJUL MAY 26, CARRYING 
BANNERS ASKING POR VARIOUS REPORMS, INCLUDING FACULTY CHANGES, 
BETTER LIVING CONDITIONS, LARGER LIBRARY, ETC. SOME BANNERS AND 
GRAPITTI SCRIBBLED AT SCHOOL HAD RACIAL OVERTONES. MANY STUDENTS 
WERE DETAINED BY POLICE AND LATER RELEASED. ENTIRE EPISODE HAS 
BEEN NON-VIOLENT, AND POLICE ACTION NOTABLY RESTRAINED. 

2. COMMISSION OF INQUIRY, INCLUDING PRINCIPAL AND CHILE EDUCA- 
TION OPFICER, CONVENED MAY 29-30 TO QUESTION STUDENTS AND 
INVESTIGATE CHARGES. STUDENTS REPUSED TO ACCEPT COMMISSION 
FINDINGS, THEREFORE PRINCIPAL SENT HOME PIRST AND SECOND YEAR 
STUDENTS AS OF MAY 31. THIRD YEAR STUDENTS, NOW PRACTICE TEACHING, 
WILL PRESUMABLY CONTINUE ON UNTIL GRADUATION IN JULY. 
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3. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT STUDENT ACTION MAY HAVE BEEN 
SPARKED BY NORTH KOREAN PILM SHOW HELD AT YUNDUM NIGHT OP MAY 
22. NO PACULTY WERE PRESENT TO VIEW PILM(S) WHICH WERE SHOWN BY 
DPRK DIPLOMAT TO STUDENT GROUP ON CAMPUS. ALLEGEDLY, FILM(S) 

WERE BLATANTLY ANTI-AMERICAN. 

4. CHARGE DISCUSSED MATTER WITH GOTG SECRETARY GENERAL CHRIST- 
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ENSEN MAY 31. LATTER SAID THAT POLICE ARE INVESTIGATING WHAT 
TRANSPIRED AT NORTH KOREAN EILM SHOW. NORTH KOREANS WILL BE TOLD 
THAT ANY FILMS THEY WISH TO SHOW OUTSIDE EMBASSY PREMISES WILL 
HAVE TO BE PREVIEWED BY MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AEEAIRS REPRESEN- 
TATIVE. CHARGE SAID THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO PROTEST IE INDEED IT 
DEVELOPS THAT NORTH KOREANS ARE SHOWING ANTI-AMERICAN EILMS TO 
GAMBIAN AUDIENCES. BOTH AGREED THAT INCIDENT DESERVES THOROUGH 
EOLLOW-UP. 

5. AT PRESENT IT APPEARS THAT BRITISH PRINCIPAL MAY HAVE OVER- 
REACTED TO STUDENT COMPLAINTS. NO VIOLENCE WAS USED AND MANY OF 
CHARGES SEEM DESERVING OE CONSIDERATION. IN OCTOBER 1977 THE 
GAMBIA'S ONLY OTHER BOARDING ESTABLISHMENT, ARMITAGE HIGH 
SCHOOL, 180 MILES UP RIVER, WAS CLOSED FOR THREE MONTHS FOLLOWING 
TWO DAYS OF ANARCHY AND VIOLENCE WHICH CAUSED SOME MINOR INJUR- 
IES AND EXTENSIVE PROPERTY DAMAGE. PRINCIPAL MAY HAVE HAD ARMITAGE 
EXAMPLE IN MIND WHEN HE DECIDED TO SEND STUDENTS HOME. ACTION 
WILL BE SERIOUS SET BACK TO EDUCATION ESTABLISHMENT AS MANY 
TEACHERS-IN-TRAINING MAY NOW BE PERMANENTLY LOST TO SYSTEM. 
WYGANT 
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